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COL{MERCLALH I“IS_I"EIIEI'}‘.MEl‘:ll in Southport, N. C., turn to the sea for their livelihood during cold winter
mon_thl_ﬂ Wellias dunng the other seasons. Availability, in large numbers, of black sea bass is the
motivation as there is a large demand for the fish on northern markets. Here, Capt. Tom McGlamery and

T~
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3 Rmdy Stewart winch up a double trap from the sea floor in 70’ of water.
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ays Off For Tarheel

. Story and Photos

~ By Bill McDonald
JUTHPORT, N.C. — Time
_éf"‘-" December came, if
ere a boatman of any
jon here, you went into
tion until the sun came
‘April. No more.

fer the first of the cold
ers come whistling down -
Cape Fear River these days,
're out 30 miles at sea on the
";;,days, fishing 70’ of water
le searching for — and
{i the black gold.

k gold — another way of

=

saying black sea bass, which the
summer charterboat men, the
shrimpers and commercial boats
in general go after when the cold
weather drops the seawater
temps from the low 80s of
August to the mid-50s and low
60s of early winter, causing the
fish to concentrate in heavy

schools on the sea floor.
The commercial boat Blue

Claw, with Capt. Tom
McGlamery and Mate Randolph

Stewart aboard, go off there
with the best of them and come

home smelling like roses. Either

--.*'**:‘_'_dol'-'ly watches his depth

;h “wil] I — the only places for drop :

s ara Put the trap over the side where passing ST S the
. Sometimes the fish themselves can be “'seen

M“’“"-_‘ln; '
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p-Fishing For '‘Black Gold’
Fishermen

they just plain have the luck of
the Irish, or else they are
outright damn good.

At 4 a.m. one day late last

year, we left the Southport
dock, and Tom headed her
offshore on a blackfish

excursion with 82 wire-mesh
traps aboard. Fifteen hours later,
Tom eased her alongside Dick
Skipper’s fish-house dock with
b oxes of valuable,
high-demand blackfish aboard.
Each box holds 100 lbs. of fish.

Though it would be 10 days
before he got his money from
the New York seafood
wholesalers, Tom figured they
would average 25 cents a pound

overall, which will bring a
whopping $1,375 into the
treasury.

They can’t do that every day,
of course, because winter
weather at sea is too
unpredictable, and you have to
pick your spots to have a go at
the fishing. As a matter of fact,
Tom and Randy put in a lot of
time as longshoremen at the
Sunny Point Army Terminal
while the cold nor’westers blow.
But they regularly make a/little
hay every time the sun shines
and the brisk winds lay down so
they can get out there.

“You really ain’t doing
anything unless you can make a
week’s pay anytime you go off

there for a day,” Randy
observed, ‘‘because of the
uncertainty of the weather

blowing up.’
50-BOX CATCH

Last week, on a borderline
day when the weather was
questionable, they eased
offshore and came home with 50
hoxes of blackfish. Since fishing
for the Southport commercial
fleet had been poor to that
point, the 50-box catch report
was just about as potent along
the waterfront as striking oil
with a wildcat rig would be to
the oil industry. It started a
chain reaction of interest among
the commercial fisherman.

Consequently, when Tom
headed the Blue Claw (named 1n
fond memory of his crabbing
days, when he was known as

(Cuntinued on Page 2-C)
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MATE RANDY STEWART is waiting for the signal from Tom in the
house to drop the traps over a reef on the sea floor. He has just placed
the bait inside the internal container, in which the fish is required to

enter the trap itself to get at the bait.

TOM AND RANDY each wrestle with a nearly fully loaded fish trap.
The first sets out on the offshore reefs produced far better results

than the second and third sets in the same area.
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RANDY STEWART unloads a trap into the storage bin, which is
already at the near-full point. When the last trap was recovered and
brought aboard, there were 4,000 lbs. of fish in the bins, and another
1,500 lbs. were stored on deck.

Page 1-C


Kim Sawicki
Comment
Bill McDonald was a member of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
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was the best trip he had had in
three years. The 42’ workboat
took on a pronounced list to
port with the weight of the fish
predominately on the left side.

The fish were piled so high near
the gunwale that- several were

door to empty the fish they '
were so tightly packed inside y |
had to use a stick to pull gy,
few so the others could Dour |
out. '

200 LBS. OF FISH
“When a trap is that full it}

Regular solid paragraph classified ‘ads 25¢ per word each issue. Minimum ad
32 words, $8.00. Photos and illustrations, $7.50 each extra. Box number for blind

ads, $1.00 extra. Cash with order.

able to flip themselves back over
the side and escape.
Still wearing their

holds 180 to 200 lbs. of fish. We .

oilskins  Pulled the other 11 traps, and

back at the dock, Tom and there R e Le 2*50_0 Ibs.  of §
Randy worked with a shovel blackflsh on that first set. Two &
other boats came over and

offloading the day’s catch into
baskets that were raised to the
dock by winch. The fish were
washed, graded and iced down in
100-lb. containers. The men had
invested 18 hours in the day and
still had yet to fuel, hose down
the deck and clean up the boat.

dropped off their traps on that
little rock also, and the three"
boats had 200 boxes of fish at
the end of the day. |

““The seawater temp will drop !
lower in January and February,”
Tom added, “and we’ll move 20}

——— 3 0 They would go right back miles further offshore. Thats:
- = tomorrow, except for an  When we’ll spend two days anda
—— unfavorable weather front night at a time. We’ll fish the

first day, leave our baited traps 4
out that night, and fish the next
day and come home. It will be?

cold — in the 20s, with a shf:et
of ice on the deck next moran
when we leave the dock. But it
gets right much warmer 30 or 40
miles out on the shelf due tl’.)’t-he '
nearness of the Gulf Stream.” °

- Tom and Randy have worked
together for several years now: :
Randy hails from Washingtoh :

moving into the area. It was
already raining and the wind was
picking up.

Tom still vividly remembers
his first trip offshore right after
Euying his boat — Nov. 7, 1969.

I'd just bought her, and she was
five or six years old. We ran
offshore that first time with the
other boats. We hag Just arrived
at the fishing area and turned on
the depth-rer.torder, and it barely
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